
 

A note from the Director…  
 
Since 2001, the Maddy Institute has provided over 400 legislative intern scholarships to university 
students from the San Joaquin Valley to develop the next generation of bi-partisan problems 
solvers, in the mold of Sen. Ken Maddy. 
 
Our legislative interns have worked in 19 federal and state legislative offices, both Democrat and 
Republican, learning firsthand about the political process.  They have worked in local legislative 
offices throughout the Valley with the support of the Maddy Associates, at the State Capitol in 
Sacramento through the Bob Beverly Scholarship Program and in Washington, D.C. through the 
Jim Costa Scholarship Program. 
 
Our 400+ alumni now work in a variety of businesses, political offices, and non-profit 
organizations improving the lives of those who live and work in our great Valley and state. 
 
Given your support, we thought you would be interested in a small sampling of what our interns 
have learned and what some have gone on to accomplish to help build a better Valley and State. 
 
We hope you take pride in knowing that your generosity is making their success possible. 
 
With Appreciation, 

 
Executive Director – The Maddy Institute 

Scholar Intern Program 

Alumni Update 



; 
 

Tal Eslick 
 
 

Then:  2005 Maddy Intern (U.S. Cong Devin Nunes) 
 

Now:  Chief of Staff, U.S. Cong. David Valadao  

Tal was the first in his family to graduate from college, earning his degree in 
Political Science from California State University, Fresno. Tal has served 
over the last nine years as a Congressional District Director, Congressional 
Campaign Manager, California Assembly Chief of Staff, and Congressional 
Chief of Staff. Currently, he splits his time between the Central Valley and 
Washington, DC as Chief of Staff to Congressman David G. Valadao (CA-
21).  
 

 

“My internship was, without question, one of 
the most important and positive experiences 
on my life. During my internship in 2005, I 
had the privilege of attending the President’s 
dinner with Congressman Devin Nunes (CA-
22). It was a big deal, especially for a 20 year 
old intern, my parents even saw me on C-
SPAN. I learned more about politics during 
my ten-week internship than I did in four 
years of college. I have been lucky enough to 
work for elected leaders who put the Central 
Valley and their constituents first. My 
decision to commute to Washington DC, and 

 Sacramento during my time working in the California Assembly, is rooted in a 
commitment to serving the Central Valley and building my life and family here.” 
 



; 

Simren Gill 
 

Then:  2013 Maddy Intern (Cong. David Valadao) 
 

Now:  Student Senator, Fresno State (Goal: MBA/JD) 

“The value of a first-hand experience is      
incomparable, and I would like to thank        
this institute for providing such a            
remarkable opportunity.  Being exposed          
to the federal legislative process has            
taught me more than any classroom           
lecture. From understanding the          
technicalities of house floor procedures          
to being appreciative of how much          
research goes into creating legislation, I         
am leaving this program a more knowledgeable, competent, and 
balanced individual.” 

 

 

Simren is currently Senator for the College of Social Sciences at 
California State University, Fresno and working on a research 
project through the College’s Honors Research Symposium on the 
efficiency and effectiveness of corporate philanthropy versus social 
welfare programs. 

Currently on track to graduate in the Spring of 2014, Simren plans 
to pursue a joint JD-MBA degree next Fall.  

 



; 

Mika Petrucci 
 
      Then: 2011 Maddy Intern (Cong. Dennis Cardoza) 

 
      Now:  Field Representative (Assemblyman Frank Bigelow) 

 

After graduating Magna Cum Laude from California State University, Fresno 
with a B.S. in Agriculture Business, Mika worked as the program 
coordinator of The Maddy Institute. She is currently working for 
Assemblyman Frank Bigelow as a Field Representative out of his Madera 
District Office, and stated, “I can honestly say that it was thanks to my 
internship and experiences with the Maddy Institute that I have the 
job I do now—I am very grateful for the opportunity the Maddy 
Institute gave me. At the time of my internship I would have never 
imagined I’d be working in the capacity I am today and using the 
skills I learned on a daily basis.” She plans to return to school to obtain 
her Master’s Degree in Public Policy or Agricultural Communications.  

 

“I remember my first day interning in 
Congressman Cardoza’s office my Staff 
Assistant told me to begin researching and 
learning everything I could about our 
nation’s Capitol because the next day I was 
going to be giving my first Capitol tour for 
visiting constituents from our district. I was 
so nervous; I studied at the office that day 
and at home that evening/night. I’ll never 
forget being pleasantly surprised by the 

amount of responsibility I was given so quickly and how I felt like a 
valuable part of office right away. ” 
 



; 

Narek Avetisyan 
 

Then:  2013 Maddy Intern (Cong. Jim Costa) 
 

Now:  Law Student, UOP’s McGeorge School of Law 

After his internship, Narek graduated Magna Cum Laude  in (what 
was his major) from California State University, Fresno.  He is 
now a first year as a law student at the University of the Pacific’s 
McGeorge School of Law.   

He credits the knowledge gained from his internship with the 
Maddy Institute in helping him make the transition from 
university student to law student. When he graduates from law 
school Narek plans to work as a business attorney. He also plans 
on running for office to help make the Valley and State a better 
place. 

 

“During my internship I found that that       
world of politics has its own, unwritten rules        
that can be different from what we learn in         
school… 

I particularly enjoined responding to the             
constituents’ concerns. It was amazing to                
learn about the constituent correspondence       
services and how that helped determine what      
matters the most for our Valley residents.             
I plan on advocating for constituent voices           
because throughout my internship I realized that unlike our office, many of 
the other congressional offices did not put as much emphasis on reading and 
responding to constituent concerns.” 



; 

Chet Reilly 
 

Then:  2007 Maddy Intern (Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger) 
 
Now:  Mayor, City of Kingsburg 

Chet was elected to the Kingsburg City Council in 2008. 
Following his reelection in 2012, he was appointed Mayor 
of Kingsburg, where he is serving currently. He also serves 
on the Fresno County Council of Governments’ Policy 
Board, and on the Board of Directors of the Five Cities 
Economic Development Agency. Additionally, he is the 
president of Payality, a payroll business he cofounded in 
December 2009. 

 

“The Maddy Institute provides excellent 
opportunities for college students interested 
in a future in politics. The Maddy Intern 
program provides students with “real 
world” exposure to the work that politicians 
and staff do day-to-day. By being an intern 
in a political office, I was able to see first-
hand how politics affects the way 
government is administered. I also had an 

 interest in political office in the future and thought that working in the 
district office of a Governor and Congressman would give me important 
insight on what it takes to serve.” 

 
 



; 

"I wanted to intern in Congress to gain 
the political experience that cannot be 
taught from a lecture hall or textbook. The 
most important lesson I learned about the 
political process was	that	the	often-
reported complaint within media of a 
divided and highly polarized Congress 
who lacks the ability to function is an  

Kristen Renberg 
 

Then:   2013 Maddy Intern (Cong. Devin Nunes) 
 

Now:  Honors Student, UC Merced (Goal: Graduate 
School in public policy or political science) 

After Kristen completed her summer internship in Washington, 
D.C., she’s returned to UC Merced, where she is currently 
involved in research with the UC Merced Political Science 
Department faculty on political cognition, focusing on public 
opinion and decision-making by public and political actors.  

Kristen plans to graduate in the Spring of 2015 with a B.A. in 
Political Science. Kristen is on track to graduate with High Honors 
and plans to attend graduate school in political science or public 
policy in the Fall of 2015. 

 

untrue urban political legend. While in Washington D.C. I saw major 
bipartisan cooperation at a level that surprised me, and rewrote one of my 



; 
 

Melissa Poole 
 

Then:  2001 Maddy Intern (Senate Agriculture and Water 
Resources Committee (headed by then State Sen., now 
Cong.  Jim Costa).  

 
Now: Director of Government Affairs/Counsel for Paramount 

Farming. 

Melissa Poole 

After graduating from California State University, Fresno, Magna Cum 
Laude with a B.A. in Political Science, Melissa attended law school at 
UCLA. She practiced environmental law for five years at Nossaman LLP in 
Los Angeles, before returning to Bakersfield to work for Paramount 
Farming Company and its related entities. Melissa is currently the Director 
of Government Affairs/Counsel for Paramount Farming. 

In 2012, Melissa was appointed to the Maddy Institute Board of Directors. 

 

“I learned a tremendous amount about 
government and politics and had great 
teachers in the Senator and his staff. I 
also developed a strong interest in water 
law and policy, which continues today. I 
credit my experience as a Maddy intern 
for my current career focus and the  

development of many of the skills that have served me well as an attorney.” 
 



; 
 

Ana Jovel Melendez 
 
        Then:  2003 Maddy Intern (Assemblymember Sara Reyes) 
 
       Now: State Projects Director for U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer 

“I believe that my internship with the Maddy 
Institute was a major starting point in my 
career.  Soon after completing my internship 
with (then) Assembly Member Sarah Reyes 
(31st District), I went on to work at the 
Institute itself, continually learning and 
benefiting from all the Institute has to offer.  As 
a student researcher for the Institute’s air 
quality grant, and as the assistant to the 
Executive Director, I came to appreciate the 
Maddy Institute even more because I had the 
ability to see up-close the dedication and hard 
work that the Board of Directors, the Executive 
Director and the staff at both the Institute and 
the university put into all the Institute 
accomplishes.” 

 
Ana is now the State Projects Director for U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer. She 
states, “I believe that my internship with the Maddy Institute was a major 
starting point in my career.  Soon after completing my internship with 
(then) Assembly Member Sarah Reyes (31st District), I went on to work at 
the Institute itself, continually learning and benefiting from all the Institute 
has to offer.  As a student researcher for the Institute’s air quality grant, and 
as the assistant to the Executive Director, I came to appreciate the Maddy 
Institute even more because I had the ability to see up-close the dedication 
and hard work that the Board of Directors, the Executive Director and the 
staff at both the Institute and the university put into all the Institute 
accomplishes.” 

 


